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Rules and Regulations Allocation of Available Sewer Capacity

CHAPTER 1
Section 4
RULES AND REGULATIONS
ALLOCATION OF AVAILABLE SEWER CAPACITY
CHAPTER HISTORY
Based on Resolution No. 96-6-1 as amended by Resolution Nos. 96-6-2
and 96-12-4 Adopting Rules and Regulations for the Allocation of
Available Sewer Capacity and Establishing Rules and Regulations for
the Allocation of Available Sewer Capacity Within Assessment District
No. 2, and in Compliance with the State Water Code

The current Rules and Regulations governing allocation of available sewer
capacity for the Rancho California Water District are enclosed.

Rancho California Water District

Administrative Code
10/2005

Rules and Regulations Governing Allocation of Available Sewer Capacity
Part III, Chapter 1, Section 4
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INTRODUCTION
Pursuant to Water Code Section 35500, the Rancho California Water District
(District) is authorized to acquire, construct, operate and furnish facilities and services
for the collection, treatment, and disposal of sewage, waste, and storm water. The
District exercises sewage and wastewater collection, treatment and disposal authority
within the Santa Rosa Division of the District, and has established a sewage treatment
plant to provide such service. The sewage treatment plant and associated disposal
system is subject to capacity limitations according to discharge permits issued by
regulatory agencies having jurisdiction.
The District is further authorized under Water Code Sections 35506, 35508,
35423, and 35453 to adopt rules and regulations for the collection, treatment, and
disposal of sewage and wastewater and, pursuant to this authority, the Board of
Directors has established rules and regulations for the allocation of available sewer
capacity.
SECTION 1.1

POLICY

It shall be the policy of the Rancho California Water District to put forth all
reasonable efforts to assure that sewage treatment and disposal capacity is available
when needed within the Santa Rosa Division, and to allocate the available capacity to
users and prospective users when actually needed by them.
Sewer capacity shall be furnished to customers only in accordance with the rules
and regulations set forth in this Chapter and Resolution No. 96-6-1, as amended by
Resolution Nos. 96-6-2 and 96-12-4, or as otherwise authorized by the Board of
Directors.
SECTION 1.2

PURPOSE

It is the purpose of these rules and regulations for the allocation of sewer
capacity to establish rules, regulations, and procedures that will result in the fair
allocation of available sewage treatment capacity to prospective users so that the orderly
development of the land within the District can continue and existing District facilities are
operated as efficiently as possible.
SECTION 1.3

ACCEPTANCE OF APPLICATIONS

Application for service shall be made by completing the appropriate portions, as
determined by the District, of the District's standard Application for Service. The
application shall show the land for which sewer service is desired and the land use and
the number of dwelling units or the type and square footage of non-residential
development proposed for the land. Sewer service applications shall be accepted by
the District if the owner of the land to be served submits a completed application form
and tenders payment of the District's sewer connection fee based upon the number of
units for which the owner desires to acquire capacity.
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A sewer service application shall be appurtenant to the land specified therein and
may not be transferred to any other land. A sewer service application may be
transferred to another owner of the land as part of a sale of the land but shall remain
subject to all of the terms of these rules and regulations from the original date when the
application was accepted.
SECTION 1.4

SUSPENSION OF APPLICATIONS; WAITING LIST

Should the Board of Directors determine that flows associated with existing
service connections and the total of projected flows from all previously accepted and
unexpired sewer service applications exceeds the then permitted treatment and
disposal capacity of District facilities, the Board may suspend acceptance of additional
sewer service applications subject to the following conditions:
1.4.1

No Sewer Connection Fees

Whenever the Board of Directors orders acceptance of sewer service
applications to be suspended, the District shall not accept sewer connection fees with
respect to any land not then subject to an existing paid application reserving capacity.
1.4.2

Sewer Capacity Waiting List

Applicants for sewer service may submit sewer service applications, which shall
be "received" but not "accepted" by the District. Upon receipt of a completed sewer
service application, the District shall assign the application to a position at the bottom of
a sewer capacity waiting list, which shall be maintained by the District whenever
acceptance of applications is suspended. Priority on the list shall be determined
according to the date when the application is received.
1.4.3

Service to Waiting List

Whenever the District determines that capacity is available for allocation due to
the development and regulatory approval of additional treatment and disposal capacity,
the District shall accept additional sewer service applications from the sewer capacity
waiting list, according to the priority thereof, but only upon the payment of the District's
then current sewer connection fee according to the number of units released to the
application. If the number of units released on an application, pursuant to this provision,
is less than the total number of units applied for, the owner of the land subject to the
application may:
(1)

pay sewer connection fees for the number of units released and remain at
the top of the sewer capacity waiting list for the balance of the units; or

(2)

pass on the units then available and remain at the top of the sewer
capacity waiting list until such time as capacity for all units applied for
becomes available. In the event that an applicant fails to pay the required
sewer connection fees within thirty (30) days after the District makes
capacity available, the application will be treated as expired and the
capacity will be offered to the next applicant on the sewer capacity waiting
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list according to priority. Any application on the waiting list, which is
allocated capacity shall be deemed "accepted" by the District on the date
when sewer connection fees are paid.
SECTION 1.5

SCOPE

These rules and regulations for the allocation of available sewer capacity shall
apply to all applicants for sewer service within the Santa Rosa Division of the District, to
the extent that they do not impair the sewer capacity rights of the owners of parcels
within Assessment District No. 2, and to applications for sewer service for areas outside
the boundaries of the District where the District has contracts with other public agencies
to accept, treat, and dispose of sewage and wastewater. Applicants for sewer service
within the boundaries of the District and within the areas subject to contract shall be
treated equally.
The District shall not accept sewer connection fees from contract agencies,
except in compliance with these rules and regulations.
SECTION 1.6

ALLOCATION OF AVAILABLE SEWER CAPACITY WITHIN
ASSESSMENT DISTRICT NO. 2

The Board of Directors shall preserve the Assessment District No. 2 capacity
rights of all land within Assessment District No. 2 against which Assessment District No.
2 assessments have been levied and paid. To the extent that Assessment District No. 2
property requires additional capacity, it shall be treated equally with other property
within the Santa Rosa Division.
1.6.1

Findings

The Board of Directors finds that property within Assessment District No. 2 for
which assessments for the acquisition, construction, operation, and maintenance of the
Joaquin Ranch Water Reclamation Facility have been paid have a right to capacity
without paying a connection fee for treatment to the extent of capacity assigned to the
original assessment parcels by virtue of their inclusion in Assessment District No. 2. To
the extent that the demand for sewage treatment capacity of any parcel within
Assessment District No. 2 exceeds the vested capacity assigned to that parcel by virtue
of its inclusion in the assessment district, it will be necessary for the property owner to
reserve additional capacity and pay the District's sewer connection fee, in accordance
with Sections 1.3 and 1.4 of this Chapter and Resolution No. 96-6-1.
1.6.2

Capacity Rights of Owners of Original Assessment Parcels

Real property within Assessment District No. 2 shall have a right to an amount of
sewer capacity expressed in the number of dwelling units or equivalent dwelling units
which may be connected to the District's sewer system according to the Assessment
District No. 2 Engineer's Report, the "Rancho California Water District, Assessment
District No. 2, Report Pursuant to Section 10204 of the Municipal Improvement Act of
1915," dated November 27, 1981. Assessment District No. 2 capacity has been
acquired and is continued in effect by payment of the Assessment District No. 2
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assessments. Assessment District No. 2 capacity is exempt from the application and
sewer connection fee requirements of Sections 1.3 and 1.4.
The amount of Assessment District No. 2 capacity assigned to an original
assessment parcel within Assessment District No. 2, expressed as a number of
equivalent dwelling units, is conclusively established by the original Assessment Roll
included in the Assessment District No. 2 Engineer's Report (the original Assessment
Roll is a public record, open to inspection during regular office hours of the District,
pursuant to the procedures for access to public records outlined in Part I, Chapter 6, of this
Administrative Code).
1.6.3

Availability of Sewer Capacity

Notwithstanding the provisions of this Chapter, for purposes of determining the
amount of the District sewer capacity that is available for new customers within the
Santa Rosa Division, an amount of existing sewage treatment and disposal capacity
equal to the Assessment District No. 2 capacity will be allocated and assigned to each
parcel of land within Assessment District No. 2.
1.6.4

Application for Additional Sewer Capacity

If development plans for any parcel within Assessment District No. 2 require
sewer capacity in excess of the Assessment District No. 2 capacity assigned to that
parcel, the owner of the parcel shall make application for sewer service, in accordance
with Section 1.3, in order to obtain an allocation of sewer capacity over and above the
Assessment District No. 2 capacity. The District's sewer connection fee shall be based
upon the number of excess units. The sewer service application for excess units shall
be subject to all terms and requirements of the District's rules and regulations for the
allocation of available sewer capacity.
1.6.5

Allocation of Capacity Upon Division of Parcel

In the event that an original assessment parcel within Assessment District No. 2
is divided into two or more parcels, whether by way of parcel map, subdivision map, or
otherwise, and one or more of the resulting parcels is sold prior to connection to the
sewer system, the buyer and seller may agree to the proper allocation of Assessment
District No. 2 capacity between or among the various resulting parcels. In that event,
the District agrees to be bound by the agreed allocation of Assessment District No. 2
capacity upon receipt of written notice of the allocation signed by both the buyer and
seller of the resulting parcel(s). If the District has not received a written notice of
allocation, the Assessment District No. 2 capacity assigned to the original assessment
parcel shall be allocated among the resulting parcels in direct proportion to the acreage
of the original assessment parcel, without regard to zoning, terrain, or any other factor.
The resulting parcels following a division and allocation of Assessment District
No. 2 capacity shall be entitled to connect to the District sewer system, according to
Sections 1.6.2 and 1.6.3 hereof. Any resulting parcel, which applies for capacity in
excess of the allocation, shall be subject to Section 1.6.4 hereof.
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Allocation of Capacity Upon Final Subdivision of Land

Should the final subdivision of land within Assessment District No. 2 result in
fewer connections than anticipated by the original Assessment District No. 2 planning
area allocation, the District shall retain unused capacity and contribute any funds saved
to the Sewer Division Debt Service Fund for the benefit of all sewer customers.

